
MONTHLY W E A T H E R  R E V I E W ,  
DECEMBER, 1879. 

(General Weather Service of the United States,) 

WAR DEPBRTMENT, 

I N I' R 0 D U C T 10 N . 
Iu preparing this REVIEW tlie following data, received up to November 14th, hvve been used, viz: 

the  reguli~r tri-daily weather charta, cuntaining the data of simultaneous observations taken a t  134 Signal 
Gervice stations a d  15 Canadian stations, as telegraphed to this oflice; 145 mouthlp journals and 145 
monthly means from the fornler, arid 13 monthly means from the latter; reporb ,f'rom $1 Sunset stations; 
240 monthly registers from V o h t a r y  Observers; 26 monthly registers from United States Army Post 
Surgeons; Marim Records ; International Simultaneous Observations ; monthly reporb from Voluntary 
Observers iu ,  and the local Weather Service of, Missouri ; reliable newspaper extracts ; special reports. 

B -9 R 0 M E T R I  C P R E S S IT R E  I 
Upon chart No. 11 is shown the general distribution of the atmospheric pressure for the month, as 

reduced to sea-level, by the isobaric lines. The metlu pressure for the present month, when compared with 
the averiige for December of the past seven years, is higher for the Atlantic States, Lnke re ion, Minnesota 
and eastern Dakota, being reatest for New England-from 0.11 to 0.22 of an iuch. I t  is atout normal for 
Florida ,and California. %r the remuinin sections it is generally lower, es ecially iu the Rocky Moun- 
iain regions. I t  varies from 0.14 of an inch%elow on Pike's Peak to 0.19 at  8 r g i n i a  City. 

Local Baromdric Rang@.-These have been least in Florida, Now Mexico and southern California. 
They have been greatest over the western portions of Kansas and Nebraska, northwestern Dakota, Lake 
Superior, Maine, Idaho, and northern California. By districts they are as fOllO\VS : New Eugland, 1.01 to 
1.40 inch ; Middle A t h t i c  States, 0.83 to 1.12 inches ; Lower Lake Region, 1.08 to 1.20 inch ; Tennessee 
and the Ohio valley, 0.74 to 1.05 inch ; Upper Lake Regiou, 1.04 to 1.54 inch ; Upper Mississippi valley, 
1.08 to 1.34 inch ; Red River of the North Valley, 1.19 to 1.40 inch ; Lower Missouri valley, 1.43 to 1.46 
inch ; Upper Missouri valley, 0.95 to 1.54 inch ; Eastern Rocky Mountain Slope, 0.70 to 1.60 inch ; Vir- 

inia City, 0.94 iuch ; Salt Lake City, 1.29 inch ; Wiunetnuccu, 1.16 inch ; Boise City, 1.34 inch ; Portland, %., 1.25 iuch : Centra1 Pacific Coast region, 0.95 to 1.37 inch ; Los Angela, 0.75 inch : New Mexico, 0.64 
to 0.79 it~ch ; Wttstcrll Texas, 0.56 to l.P8 inch ; Western Gulf States, 0.74 to 1.15 inch ; Eastern Gulf' 
Gtates, 0.71 to 0.77 inch ; South Atlantic States, 0.59 to 0.87 inch ; Key West, 0.32 inch. 

Areas of High Burometer.-Of these eleven aro described. Nos. IV, IX and X are tlie most interest- 
ing on account of the low ternperatureu accompanying them, eapecially No, IX. 

No. L-On the 1st this high aren approached the Northwest from British America. Its progwss 
southward wus revented by low-prem~re, No. 11, then advancing eastward ; in fact it was forced to remain 
north of the L a i e  region on the 2nd. North of Pembina the temperature fell below zero. During the 
afternoon of the 3rd the barometers a t  Chatham, N. B., and Syduep, C. B., rose to  0.55 and 0.56 iu., respect- 
ively, above the normal. On the following day it disappeared over the Gulf of St. Lawrence in advance 
of low No. 11. 

No. 11.-It advanced southeastward on the 4th toward the St. Lawrence valley, with its sonthwasttrrn 
side covering the Lake region. Morning of the 6th it covered the lower St. Lawrence valley and New 
England ; a. In. barometer at Quebec, 30.56 in., or 0.61 in. above the normal ; miqlnighttt Sydney, 0.71 
above. During the 6th i t  passed eastward as lbw pressure No. It1 approached. 

T h i s  patper 1s furmainhed by the Oovernment of thr UnltOd Staten ,  without ahargo to the hoperating 
Ohemerr, motins with tlie 61snal onice in the colloctlon of Slmnltaueoas Reports. 


